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submission.
Gondwana rose as one man to meet the aggression. Durgawati's
soulful exhortations in the name of self-respect and justice
brought tears to the eyes of her listeners, and they all swore to
defend the 'matra-bhoomi' (motherland) with every resource at
their disposal. Abul FazFs account of the initial engagement
(near Jubbalpore) makes interesting reading:
The Rani put armour on her breast and a helmet on her head
and, mounting an elephant, slowly advanced to encounter the
horses who were eager for battle. She said to her soldiers: 'Do
not hasten, let the enemy enter the pass and then we shall fall
upon them from all sides and drive them off.' It turned out as
she anticipated, . . .The Rani was victorious and pursued the
fugitives, and emerged from the ravine. At the end of the day,
she summoned her chief men, and asked what they advised,
Each man spoke according to his understanding and courage.
The Rani expressed herself in favour of an all-out attack that
very night, and thus finish off the enemy. 'Otherwise/ she said,
*Asaf Khan will came in the morning in person and take pos-
session of the pass, and will fortify it with artillery. The task
which is now easy will become difficult' No one agreed to this
proposal. When she came to the house, she proposed a night-
attack to some of her devoted followers. Not one of them could
equal her in courage. When it was morning, what the Rini had
foreseen occurred. Asaf Khan came with artillery and fortified
the entrance to the pass, forcing the victorious army to enter
the mountains. The Rani, in her eagerness for battle, mounted
a lofty and swift elephant (by the name of Sarnan), which was
the best of her animals, and came out. She drew up her
forces, distributed the elephants, and prepared for battle. After
armies had encountered, the work passed from arrows and
muskets to daggers and swords* Raja BirNarayan, the Rani's son,
who was the nominal ruler, behaved bravely and performed great
deeds. The battle raged till the third watch of the day. Three
times Raja Bir Narayan repulsed the wondrous army, and the
third time he was wounded. When the Rani heard of this, she
ordered trusty men to remove him from the battlefield to a
palace of safety. On this account, a great many left the field of
battle, and the Rani's troops were much discomfited. Not more